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DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION

POLISH PIONEERS FOUNDATION

PUBLIC ART INSTALLATION
KINGS PARK
LAUNCESTON, TASMANIA

NOTE

ARCHITECT: MICHAEL BERNACKI (929)
ACCREDITATION NUMBER: (6490
LAND TITLE REF NUMBER: ~ KINGS PARK
SOIL CLASSIFICATION NA

CLIMATE ZONE 1

BAL LOW
ALPINE AREA N/A
CORROSION ENVIRONMENT:  N/A
FLOODING NO
LANDSLIP: NO
DISPERSIVE SOILS: UNKNOWN
SALINE SOILS: UNKNOWN
SAND DUNES NO

MINE SUBSIDENCE NO
LANDFILL NO
GROUND LEVELS REFER PLAN
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In October 1947 the first group of 280 Polish ex-servicemen — the so called “Rats of Tobruk” from the Carpathian Brigade — came to the Hydro-Electric Commission’s construction camps in cenfral Tasmania fo start work. If
was the first organised group of non-Brifish migrants confracted and sponsored by the Australian Government. This group was followed by ofhers, ex-servicemen as well as civilian Polish seftlers, mostly refugees from
England and Germany.

The choice of Polish soldiers as the first Government sponsored group of non-Brifish migranfs was not accidental. Many friendships were forged when the Poles fought alongside Australians during the African campaign
and the Polish soldiers, particularly the Carpathian Brigade, where known for their courage and discipline.

Over 800 Polish men arrived in 1947-48 in Tasmania. The majorify of them spent two years working inisolated construction camps af Tarraleah, Bronte Park, Butlers Gorge, Waddamana, Poatina, Trevallyn Dam, Wayatinah
and Liawenee. They worked 44 hours per week, in very rough weafher conditions, living inifially in provisional barracks with primifive facilities. In some of the camps, Polish rather than English was the main language of
communicafion.

After complefing their work confracts, most of the ex-servicemen stayed with the HE.C. and while some remained in the camps, the majorify moved to Hobart ar Launceston,
There was a greal sense of camaraderie among fhe Poles. The ex-servicemen formed the Association of the Carpathian Brigade ex-Servicemen and the Association of the Polish Veferans.

It was also the early migrants who become leaders and activists of the Polish community. They played the key role in establishing the Palish Association (in 1950), Polish Club (1961), Polish Credit Union, Palish School (1954),
Polish Scouting Troop (1971), White Eagle sport club (1961), club “Oberek” dancing ensemble (1952) and the radio program. The Polish Ladies Auxiliary [1963), Senior’s Club [1977) and Polish Welfare Office (1990's) were later
esfablished fo help the frail and ageing.

In the 2011 census more than 3300 Tasmanians claimed Polish ancestry and nearly 1000 of those stafed fhat both their parents were born in Australia. Most Polish groups are headed now by the children of the post war
migrants. The vitality of these groups has enriched the enfire Tasmanian community and 1s the most imporfant legacy of Polish post-war immigration
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- tOUCATES THE YOUNGER GENERATIONS IN POLISH MIGRANT RISTORY

- LREATES AWARENESS OF THE INVOLVEMENT THE POLISH COMMUNITY HAD TO THE TASMANIA POWER SCHEMES
- ACKNOWLEDGES THE POLISH PIONEERS AND THE FOUNDATION CREATED

- LREATES A PLACE TO GATHER AND REFLECT TASMANIA'S POLISH RISTORY
- LREATES INTERACTION WITHIN THE COMMUNITY

- INSTILLS PUBLIC ART INTO THE COMMUNITY

- EXPRESS LOMMUNITY VALUES

- HEIGHTENS OUR AWARENESS TO EUROPEAN RISTORY

- ENHANCE OUR BUILDING / LANDSCAPE ENVIRONMENT

- (REATES COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

- ENCOURAGES COMMUNITY INTERACTION

- THE CREATION AND BEGINNING OF MIGRANT WAY
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