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From:                                 toby cruickshank
Sent:                                  Fri, 7 May 2021 21:43:02 +1000
To:                                      Contact Us
Subject:                             Application# DA0849/2020

Chief Executive Officer,

I am writing to express my concerns  in regards to the permit application for the operation of the 
motorbike facility at 329 Georgetown road.

The noise produced by the motorbikes whilst in operation following construction was of an 
excessive nature even at a distance of 650 metres. I found the noise to be highly disruptive 
especially for a residential area.

Please feel free to contact me for any further information

Regards,
Toby Cruickshank



From:                                 Marion Dalco
Sent:                                  Fri, 23 Apr 2021 17:17:36 +1000
To:                                      Contact Us
Subject:                             Application for motorbike track Georgetown Road, Rocherlea

I would like to lodge an objection to the above application on the following grounds:
Too close to residential areas (noise)
Inappropriate area for that application 
Marion Dalco



From:                                 Murat Djakic
Sent:                                  Fri, 7 May 2021 19:49:16 +1000
To:                                      Contact Us
Subject:                             DA Representation - DA0849/2020
Attachments:                   To Whom it may concern.pdf

To the General Manager, 
Launceston City Council

Please find attached letter re the above DA application
Regards 
Murat Djakic





























From:                                 Donati, Shirlene E
Sent:                                  Fri, 7 May 2021 13:17:45 +1000
To:                                      Contact Us
Subject:                             Objection to DA0849/2020 - Motor Racing Facility - 329 George Town Road
Attachments:                   SCommunity 21050711030.pdf

 
Hi, 
 
I submitted to your Customer Service Centre a hardcopy of the above objection this morning. If I may I 
wish to add the following which I omitted from the objection correspondence. 
 
Three residents of  sent Michael Streeton detailed correspondence about the ongoing 
problem with Mr Robert Frost and the illegal building of a motor-cross track  with out submitting a DA to 
the Launceston City Council. They were sent at the end of August 2020 and they should form put of the 
history of this ongoing situation. The Planning Officers involved with this DA if they don’t already have 
these documents should be made aware of these letters. They were from Kim Burling , Helen Cummings 
and myself.
 
Thank you for your help with this matter. 
 
Shirlene Donati 

 

 

 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE AND DISCLAIMER
The information in this transmission may be confidential and/or protected by legal professional privilege, and is intended only for the person 
or persons to whom it is addressed. If you are not such a person, you are warned that any disclosure, copying or dissemination of the 
information is unauthorised. If you have received the transmission in error, please immediately contact this office by telephone, fax or email, 
to inform us of the error and to enable arrangements to be made for the destruction of the transmission, or its return at our cost. No liability is 
accepted for any unauthorised use of the information contained in this transmission. 



























From:                                 Helen Jenkins
Sent:                                  Fri, 7 May 2021 20:11:25 +1000
To:                                      Contact Us
Subject:                             OBJECTION TO APPLICATION NO: DA0849/2020

APPLICATION NO:DA0849/2020 
APPLICANT: Woolcott Surveys Pty Ltd LOCATION: 329 George Town Road 
(177935/2), Rocherlea With access over 4 Australis Drive (177935/1)
PROPOSAL: Motor Racing Facility - Construction of motor racing track 
(retrospective)

Dear Sir/Madam

In relation to the proposal of this motor bike track use on the said property at 
329 George Town Road, Rocherlea.

We would like to inform you that we have been disturbed by the sound emitted 
as we live nearby at  and can hear it when we are in our 
garden or have particular windows open. We are two people living here and 
working from home. We think that a proposal for more regular use is not a 
good idea and we believe that it's when the wind is blowing in this direction 
that the noise is particularly loud.

Kind regards

Helen Jenkins



From:                                 Barb McBride
Sent:                                  Mon, 26 Apr 2021 17:31:51 +1000
To:                                      contactus@launceston.tas.gov.au.
Subject:                             DA0849/2020
Importance:                     High

Application ID DA0849/2020 

Application Description 
Motor Racing Facility - Construction of motor racing track 
(retrospective) 

Property Address 329 George Town Road ROCHERLEA TAS 7248 

Closing Date 03/05/2021 

 

Attention:  Mr Michael Stretton Chief Executive Officer 

 

Barbara Joan McBride and Judith Mary Mainwaring represent our mother Heather May Archer as her 
joint Power of Attorneys.  Heather Archer is the owner of the land at   to 

, TAS 7248.  We write to lodge an appeal against the above 
Development Application on the following grounds. 

 

For several years, we have been in consultation and had numerous meetings with members and 
employees of the Launceston City Council in relation to the prospect of rezoning 40 Vermeer Avenue 
from Rural Resources to Residential.  This is a work in progress.  There is currently a ground water 
monitoring programme and environmental study being undertaken to assess the state of the 
contamination which was caused by the ACL company at Rocherlea.  The outcome of this study will 
divulge if any remediation work needs to be completed in order to meet standards for the land to be 
rezoned to residential.  Information we have received thus far is very promising and we are hopeful of a 
positive outcome in the near future.  At these meetings with Council employees, we have been informed 
that  would form part of the greater Northern Planning Scheme for future residential 
use.   

As such we are opposed to the construction of a Motor Racing Facility on the grounds that it would 
affect future use of our mother's land due to excess noise.   

We understand that the original application was for a training area and there was no indication that 
they were constructing a motor bike racing facility.  The track was designed and built by professional 
motorcycle track builders which did bring the size and scope of the area to our attention. We do also 
note that a gravel top dressing has been applied and in the application it states no materials will be 
brought in. 

We note that this is a retrospective application and as the land is currently zoned Rural/Resources the 
transformation of the land into a motor bike track has made it unsuitable for this zoning. 



 

If further information is required please contact us on the numbers listed below: 

Barbara McBride –

Judith Mainwaring –  

 



From:                                 SHARON PARRY
Sent:                                  Fri, 7 May 2021 15:25:08 +1000 (AEST)
To:                                      Contact Us
Subject:                             Reponse to DA0849/2020 as piublished on the Council website
Attachments:                   Reponse to DA0849 - John Parry.pdf

Please find attached a reponse to DA0849/2020 as published on the 
Council website.

My contact details are:

Regards,
John Parry



7th May 2021 
 
Mr Michael Stretton 
General Manager 
Launceston City Council 
 

Re: Development Application DA0849/2020 

The following information constitutes a representation objection to DA0849/2020 as per Section 57 
(5) of the Land Use and Planning Act (1993) LUPA 

Summary 
Council may wish to consider this objection as part of its planning process as it appears, from the 

, the DA does not adequately address numerous key 
elements of the Interim Planning Scheme 2015.  It is difficult to understand how an objective 
assessment and approval of the application can be made without addressing these elements. Grounds 
for objection involve: 

1. The strategic impact of a motor racing facility within the city boundary and bordering an 
identified residential growth Residential Strategy  
S3.3 Interim Planning Scheme 2015. 

2. Precedence of Approval and the future application of S9.6 of the Interim Planning Scheme 
2015. 

3. Apparent non-alignment between the requested Use Classification as per the City of 
Scheme 2015 (Motor Racing Facility) and the responses to the 

performance criteria (family leisure facility)  S8.2 Interim Planning Scheme 2015. 

4. An incomplete noise level assessment report, with omission of modelling parameters, 
modelled scenarios, minimal clarification of modelling vs onsite testing, lack of physical site 
testing (noting the facility is already built), and lack of information, or explanation of the 
impact of local meteorological and topology conditions  Environmental Management and 
Pollution Control (Noise) Regulations 2016 

5. Omission from the report of modelling for more than 2 motocross bikes performing at LAmax 
levels, when the DA explicitly states there may be a higher number of bikes in operation. 
 

Strategic Implication 
1. Non-alignment to City of Launceston   

The City of Launceston suburban boundary for Rocherlea and Newnham can be viewed from 
the Council website at: https://profile.id.com.au/launceston/about?WebID=160 
These maps indicate the proposed facility is located within suburban boundaries and 
therefore DA0849/2020 is seeking approval for 
directly within the City of Launceston. 
  
The definition of a 

use of land (other than public roads) to race, rally, scramble or 



test vehicles, including go-karts, motor boats, and motorcycles, and includes other 
competitive  
 
The development of such facility inside the City boundary appears in contradiction 

Residential Strategy for residential development in 
growth corridors, the establishment of liveable spaces for residents and an ambient 
lifecycle to attract existing and future residents.  
https://www.launceston.tas.gov.au/Council/Strategies-and-Reports#section-4 
 
  
The strategy indicates an additional 3870 residential houses would be required by 
2024 to accommodate growth. The topology of Launceston, proximity to existing 
services, and transport access, are primary considerations in identification of 
residential growth corridors and Newnham/Rocherlea/Dilston are suburbs that 
satisfy those criteria. 
 
Additionally, the Residential Strategy states that The Land Use Planning and Approvals 
Act 1993 states that a planning scheme for a local government area must, as far as practicable, 
be consistent with and coordinated with the planning schemes applying to adjacent areas and 
must have regard for the use and development of the region as a whole in environmental, 
economic a  
 
The development of a Motor Racing Facility as defined within the Interim Planning Scheme 
2015 appears inconsistent with the planning applicable to adjacent areas, given the residential 
nature of Newnham, Dilston, and parts of Rocherlea. 
 

2. Precedence following approval of Use Classification  
The establishment of a Motor Racing Facility as per the DA request creates precedence for 
further development of the facility and extension of the use arrangements as per Section 9 of 
the Launceston Interim Planning Scheme 2015. In particular Section 9.6 may provide for 
further future development without due regard for the immediate surrounds and indeed the 
other developments within adjacent areas. 
 

 

 

Operational Implication 

1. Incomplete Noise Assessment Report 
The noise assessment report relating to DA0849/2020 has, as indicated in the report,  been 
prepared utilising data collected from onsite ambient noise monitoring (6 day period) and 
subsequently that data uploaded into the SoundPLAN Noise modelling software 
(https://www.soundplan.eu/en/) together with noise levels collected from a number of 
motocross bikes. Modelling of noise levels is then produced leveraging the CONCAWE noise 
product prediction algorithm.  
 
 
 



The report is silent, and therefore incomplete, on elements that assist with understanding the 
extent of modelling, parameter and scenario configurations, and impacts of local 
meteorological and topology conditions on noise levels. Elements of concern are: 
 

a) The omission of LAmax readings more than 2 motocross bikes (4 as describes in DA  
Response 26.3.1 (a) and (b)) results in incomplete information in the results table, 
which could provide more context on the overall noise levels at the proposed facility, 
particularly in light of the impulsive noise nature of motocross bikes as they accelerate 
through jumps and accelerate at open throttle on straight track sections, either uphill 
or flat. 

 
b) Whilst noise prediction modelling is a recognised industry practice, it is unclear why a 

physical site noise testing was not undertaken, given a track has been built, utilised, 
and referenced on social media. Physical monitoring and assessment at receiver 
points R1, R2, and R3 would better inform the local community, Council, and the 
Developer, on actual noise levels, accounting for all localised elements. The report 
states 

local 
meteorological idiosyncrasies. Given the definition of Motor Racing Facility, reference 
to the appropriate EPA guidelines and monitoring practice at: 
https://epa.tas.gov.au/policy/acts-regulations/empca/noise-regulations  
would appear most relevant in this context, together with any industry/sport 
applicable regulations. 
 
It is unclear as to whether Council has considered adopting principles for noise 
management of Motor Racing Facilities such as those adopted by the Western 
Australian Government: 
https://www.der.wa.gov.au/images/documents/your-
environment/noise/Guide_to_management_of_noise_from_motor_sport_venues.p
df  
 
It is also unclear how Council views the DA against Environmental Management and 
Pollution Control (Noise) Regulations 2016 - S 8, as according to  
https://maps.thelist.tas.gov.au/listmap/app/list/map 
numerous buildings, potentially classified as residences sit within 500M of the 
proposed development, a considerable number of residences sit within 500 to 550M, 
and one of Launceston major aged care facilities is located at a distance of 
approximately 1km.  
 

c) The report does not provide insight into the parameters and scenarios modelled via 
SoundPLAN. Parameters such as wind speed, humidity, cloud cover, and temperature. 
Additionally, the report is silent on the number of scenarios tested, i.e. change in 
parameters and rerun of tests to discover differences or confirm uniformity in test 
results.  
 

d) It is also important to note industry conjecture over limitations of noise modelling and 
external noise level predictions (such as the CONCAWE algorithm) in Australia as 



referenced at the following Acoustic Conference Presentation: 
https://www.acoustics.asn.au/conference_proceedings/AAS2012/papers/p43.pdf 
(Bullen, 2012)The most commonly-used algorithms for external noise level prediction 
in Australia are the ISO 9613 and CONCAWE algorithms, neither of which allows 
detailed investigation of propagation under adverse meteorological conditions. 
Another study which highlights variability between noise modelling algorithms can be 
found at: https://jcaa.caa-aca.ca/index.php/jcaa/article/view/1515/1260 
 

 
2. Use Classification and Performance Criteria responses 

DA0849/2020 articulates numerous constraints for the operation of the proposed Facility, 
including cc limits on motorcycles and the number of concurrent track users. It is unclear from 
the documentation presented, how these constraints will be governed, monitored, and 
enforced. This lack of clarity makes it difficult for local residents to understand and therefore 
comment on the operation of the facility. Consequently, local residents can assume 
DA0849/2020 is seeking approval for establishment of an as defined Motor Racing Facility , 
and therefore a facility that could potentially operate as a future commercial venture.  

With this assumption in mind, the facility should be subject to all commercial operations, 
including operating hours, occupational health and work safety requirements and noise 
pollution regulations. The DA is silent on these matters and the documentation available on 

. As such the relationship between the 
Use Classification and performance criteria response is not compatible. 

  

 

John Parry 


