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Aug 23, 2024 

 

DESIGN COVER LETTER 

 

Although, functionality is the cornerstone of any hospital design, aesthetics, form and 

colour impact how users interact with the building, and how the building interacts with its 

surroundings. Launceston local architecture is in the DNA of the proposed building. 

As the building is split into several stages, there were two primary architectural objectives: 

1. Each stage to be seen as finished and completed building 

2. The final building to look like one consistent building in opposed to usual 

“Frankenstein” form of hospitals where each consecutive alteration is clearly visible 

(different styles, materials, etc.) 

Being located at the West side of the General hospital, the new building acts as a gateway 

to the entire Hospital precinct.  Therefore, it should stand boldly in its position within this 

context. The red and green towers of the northern core of the building act as a sign or 

lighthouse, visible from a distance. Its form reflects the iconic Launceston General post 

office tower in its colour and prominence. 

 

General post office tower on the left and the proposed building on the right 

 

The entire composition of 3 red towers (two at the sides and one in the centre) also 

continues symmetrical design of other classical Launceston buildings such as the 

Parliament and Metro buildings (the latter is located nearby). Finally, the three red towers 

also pay homage to the three flowers of Launceston flag. 

26,
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Three flowers on the flag of the city of Launceston 

 

The entire western façade of the new private hospital should be considered as a prominent 

and bold statement acting as a counterpoint to the vast open space in front of the building. 

A smaller scaled building would just disappear in this context. 

 

Google map image showing Subject plot (Red) and Void space (Blue) in front of it  
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Comparison views showing subject site from the other side of the “Void” 

 

At pedestrian level the building is set back from the boundary providing a welcoming 

entrance and landscaping. Pedestrian perspective is important and taken into account, 

however, it is from the car where the building will be mostly observed, as it is located on 

busy Wellington Street. The speed of vehicles demands less details; brighter colours; 

simpler and simpler shapes. The visual bulk of the building is broken down through the use 

of dynamic facades with openable expanded mesh panels, interplay of volumes, reflective 

glass and roof gardens. 
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Materials selection 

The proposed materials palette is made up of terracotta tiles, expanded mesh screen, 

green and grey aluminium panels, concrete panels and glass. Each of these is a modern 

equivalent to materials traditionally used in Launceston: 

Traditional material Proposed material 

Brick Terracotta tile  

Fenestration Expanded mesh 

Green copper roofs Green aluminium panels 

Natural stone Concrete panels 

 

Contextually, the proposed materials reflect finishes used in neighbouring buildings. 

Expanded mesh replicates the traditional fenestration of neighbouring heritage houses 

located on Frankland street, using a contemporary architectural language. 

 

Neighbouring heritage houses with traditional fenestration on Frankland street 

Terracotta tiles reflect the heritage brick buildings at 76 Frankland st and Metro.  
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76 Frankland st heritage listed building 

 

 

Metro building on Wellington street 

The use of dark grey aluminium and the orange and grey of the Health Hub buildings on 

Tennison Street creates architectural resonance in the precinct. 
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Health hub buildings with Orange and Dark grey motifs 

 

Above all, the materials selection is governed by the harmonic combination of complementary 

colours: red /orange (terracotta) vs green / blue (aluminium) reinforced by light grey concrete and 

dark grey aluminium. According to Science of Colour the above combination of complemntary 

colours creates visual harmony which in turn reduces the stress associated with visting hospitals. 
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APPENDIX 

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN SUPPORTING SCHEMES 

(in order of appearance) 

 

- SITE LOCATION ANALYSIS PLAN 

- CONTEX ANALYSIS SCHEME 

- WALLINGTON STREET ANALYSIS 

- SCALE PERCEPTION ANALYSIS FROM PEDESTRIAN POIN OF VIEW 

- SCALE PERCEPTION ANALYSIS FROM VEHICULAR POIN OF VIEW 

- PROPOSED COLOUR SCHEME ANALYSIS 

- ADJACENT SITE FUTUTRE DEVELOPMENT MASSING ANALYSIS 

- WELLINGTON STREET STREETSCAPE 

- LANDSCAPING IN FRONT OF CARPARK PROPOSITION 

- ALTERNATIVE FAÇADE OPTION – STAIR TOWERS COVERED WITH MESH - ANALYSIS 

 

 

Version: 1, Version Date: 07/07/2025
Document Set ID: 5248508
Version: 1, Version Date: 17/09/2025
Document Set ID: 5281242

City of Launceston
Council Meeting Agenda

Thursday 2 October 2025

Attachment 11.1.9 Documents to Endorse Page 130



LEGEND

LAUNCESTON BOUNDARY

SUBJECT SITE(S)

LAUNCESTON GENERAL HOSPITAL
PRECINCT

WELLINGTON STREET

LOCATION NOTE:

The subject site(s) is located on Wellington street; 
at the Western side of Launceston General Hospital precinct;
approx. 150m from the boundary with South Launceston and
about 1.5km form city centre. 

Such location specifics - especially the one at the front of
Hospital precinct - demands DIFFERENT scale from the
development.

/ SITE LOCATION ANALYSIS PLAN
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LEGEND

SUBJECT SITE(S)

OPEN SPACE / VOID

HIGH VISUAL EXPOSURE
(FULL BUILDING VISIBLE)

MEDIUM VISUAL EXPOSURE
(HALF BUILDING VISIBLE)

LOW VISUAL EXPOSURE
(UPPER STOREY(S) VISIBLE ONLY)

CONTEXT NOTE:

Considering vast open space  - approx. 100m
wide square of void equivalent to 2 x football
pitches - in front of the Proposed Development
and its high exposure to it, the new Private
Hospital building demands BIGGER SCALE to
handle this vast emptiness in front of it.

approx. 100m

PROPOSED BULK
OF THE BUILDING

Subject site seen from other side of the void / Existing condition Subject site seen from other side of the void / Proposed
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4LEGEND

SUBJECT SITE(S)

WELLINGTON STREET

Street views taken from key junctions show:

- FRAGMENTED / NO CONTINOUS  STREETSCAPE VIEW
- VOID / BUILDING ALTERATION (no line of buildings forming conventional street but rather groups buildings scattered 
                                                        along the road with empty spaces between)
- DIFFERENT ARCHITECTURAL STYLES
- VEHICLE-DOMINATED CONTEXT (1 way 3-line highway with Southward direction - to Subject site)

Junction with Cannings street

Junction with Balfour street

Junction with Frankland street

Junction with Cleveland street

/ WELLINGTON STREET ANALYSIS 
Version: 1, Version Date: 07/07/2025
Document Set ID: 5248508
Version: 1, Version Date: 17/09/2025
Document Set ID: 5281242

City of Launceston
Council Meeting Agenda

Thursday 2 October 2025

Attachment 11.1.9 Documents to Endorse Page 133



min. 30 m

15 m

15 m

15 m min. 30 m

sim. sim.

10
 m

10
 m

m
in

. 1
2 

m

Version: 1, Version Date: 07/07/2025
Document Set ID: 5248508
Version: 1, Version Date: 17/09/2025
Document Set ID: 5281242

City of Launceston
Council Meeting Agenda

Thursday 2 October 2025

Attachment 11.1.9 Documents to Endorse Page 134



Outline of Stage 1
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"PAIRS OF COMPLEMENTARY COLOURS
CREATE HARMONIC COMBINATIONS"

JOHANNES ITTEN
artist / colour science theoretician

The materials selection is governed by harmonic combination of pair of
complementary colours: red /orange (terracotta) vs green / blue (aluminium)
reinforced by light grey concrete, dark grey aluminium and white expanded
mesh colour. According to Science of Colour the above combination of
complementary colours - located on opposite sides of the colour Wheel - 
creates visual harmony which in its turn reduces the stress which usually is
associated with visiting hospitals and reduce recovery time.

WELL-BEING

HARMONY
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